
Shasta Mountain Guides 
4 Day Slow and Steady Climb Itinerary 

Clear Creek Route 
 

Below is a detailed itinerary for the 3-day Clear Creek Route 
mountaineering climb.  Please see our frequently asked questions page, 
or contact the office for more details about your climb.  Also, please keep 
in mind that the projected itinerary and summit climb may vary due to 
weather and climbing conditions. 
 
Day 1: Meet and hike to Base Camp 
 
9:00 am Meet guides and group at the Fifth Season outdoor 

store located at 300 N. Mt. Shasta Blvd 530-926-3606.  
Please be punctual to allow time for gear rentals, 
packing, and a group briefing with your guides.  Please 
note: your guides will do a thorough gear check and 
pass out group gear before packing your backpacks.  In 
addition, we recommend that you reserve your rental 
equipment through the Fifth Season.     

 
10:00-3:00pm Drive to the Clear Creek trailhead (6500 ft.) We do not 

provide transportation.  It is about an hour drive, with 
the last 8 miles on well graded dirt, suitable for 
passenger vehicles.  We will have a group briefing and 
start the approach to base camp at timberline  (8,500’) 
Depending on weather and trail conditions, the 
moderate/ low angle approach to base camp may take 
anywhere from 3 to 4 hours.   

 
 Distance: ~3 miles, Vertical gain: 2,000’ 
 
3:00pm At base camp your group will set up camp, continue to 

eat and drink the pure water of Clear Creek. 
 
5:00-7:00pm Dinner and briefing.  Guides will prepare a healthy 

meal and brief the climbers of the plan for the climb. 
 
 
 
Day 2: Move to High Camp 
 
7:00am Wake, breakfast, and pack camp. 
 
9:00-1:00pm Hike to High camp which will be at 10,200’ 



 
2:00-4:00pm Snow School.  The purpose of snow school is to 

prepare you and the climbing team for a safe, efficient, 
and enjoyable climb.  Topics covered include 
fundamental climbing techniques, ice axe and crampon 
use and altitude issues. 

 
5:00pm-6:00pm After snow school you will return to camp for an early 

dinner and evening briefing in preparation of the 
summit climb.   

 
 
Day 3 Summit Climb! 
 
Alpine Start: Depending on our group size, weather and route 

conditions we will begin our climb between 2:00am 
and 3:00am. 

 
 Distance: ~2.5 miles one way, vertical gain 3,800’ 
 
Turn around time For safety purposes, our turn around time on the 

mountain may be as early as 11:00 am-12:00 pm.  We 
use these time frames to avoid hazards such as rock 
fall and afternoon storms.  Depending on route 
conditions, the descent back to camp may take 4-5 
hours. 

 
Back at camp  We will rest and recover from the climb.  Your guides 

will prepare a post climb meal and we will spend a 
leisurely evening at camp. 

 
 
Day 4: Return to trailhead and town 
 

We will wake and have breakfast, pack camp and descend to the 
trailhead.  We will be back in town in the early afternoon.   
 
 
 
     
   
 
 
 


